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An improved method for the synthesis of allylic gem-diace-
tates (acylals) is described. The desired acylals are obtained by
the reaction of �,�-unsaturated aldehydes with acetic anhydride
using a catalytic amount of lithium tetrafluoroborate in diethyl
ether at room temperature.

Allylic gem-diacetates (acylals) have demonstrated a wide
range of applicability in directing organometallic transforma-
tions.1 The allylic diacetates are generally prepared by reaction
of �,�-unsaturated aldehydes and acetic anhydride catalyzed
by a variety of acid catalysts. However, significant amounts of
rearranged products (vinyl acetates) are also produced under
these conditions (Scheme 1). Although Trost et al. recently
reported that iron(III) chloride was the best catalyst for this
reaction among the various acid catalysts they tested,1h,1l this in-
volves some annoying problems. (1) Because iron(III) chloride
catalyzes not only the acylal formation but also its rearrange-
ment, it is necessary to quench the reaction before the complete
consumption of the starting aldehyde in order to obtain the de-
sired product with highly isomeric purity. (2) Aldehydes with
a tertiary alkyl ether functional group, which is readily cleaved
by iron(III) chloride, cannot be used. Thus, development of more
efficient catalysts for this reaction is still actively pursued by
synthetic chemists. As part of our ongoing program in develop-
ing new synthetic methods using lithium salts as mild Lewis acid
catalysts,2 we wish to report our findings wherein lithium tetra-
fluoroborate has been identified as a mild and effective acid cat-
alyst for this transformation.

Initially, (E)-2-hexenal was treated with 2.0 equiv of acetic
anhydride in the presence of 10mol% of LiBF4 in diethyl ether
at room temperature for 2 h. After completion of the reaction
(monitored by GLC), the usual work-up of the reaction mixture
afforded crude product. GLC analysis of the crude product
showed the formation of (E)-2-hexene-1,1-diyl diacetate and
1-hexene-1,3-diyl diacetate in 93.4% and 1.5% yields, respec-
tively. Short column chromatography on silica gel provided iso-
merically pure (E)-2-hexene-1,1-diyl diacetate in 88% yield
(Table 1, Entry 3).3 Because of the low acidity of LiBF4, rear-
rangement was almost completely suppressed and the acylal for-
mation mainly proceeded. A screening of solvents revealed that
diethyl ether as a solvent gave the best result.4 Iron(III) chloride
protocol gave the product in 67% yield and with 96% isomeric
purity after silica gel flash chromatography.1h

The scope and generality of the present method was then
tested by converting various other �,�-unsaturated aldehydes
into the corresponding gem-diacetates and the results are sum-
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Scheme 1.

Table 1. Preparation of allylic gem-diacetates from �,�-unsat-
urated aldehydes using LiBF4
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aConditions: substrate (2.0mmol), Ac2O (4.0mmol), LiBF4 (0.20
mmol), Et2O (2mL), rt (15–25 �C), unless otherwise noted. bIsolated
yield of isomerically pure product. cLiBF4 (0.60mmol) was used. dTrace
amount of vinyl acetate (1.5–3.5% checked by GLC) was detected in the
crude product. eAsterisk signifies the reactive site. fE/Z = 90/10.
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marized in Table 1. A wide range of mono-, di-, and trisubstitut-
ed substrates underwent smooth diacetylation without any trace
of by-products arising from rearrangement (Entries 1, 2 and 5,
and 7–15). The case of (E)-4-methyl-2-pentenal (Entry 4) and
1-cyclohexene-1-carboxaldehyde (Entry 6) is worth mentioning
as these gave the desired acylals in 91% and 78% yields by our
method, in contrast to relatively moderate yields (64% and 50%)
of products by the FeCl3 protocol.1l Notably, aldehydes with a
tertiary alkyl ether functional group, which undergoes acylal for-
mation by the Trost method with difficulty,1l could easily be
converted into the corresponding gem-diacetates in good yields
(Entries 7–9).5 A variety of functional groups such as benzyloxy
(Entry 9), acetoxy (Entry 10), methoxymethoxy (Entry 11), tert-
butyldimethylsiloxy (Entry 12), and ketone (Entry 13) remained
intact under our reaction conditions. Exposure of �,�-dienal
(Entry 14) and �,�-enynal (Entry 15) to LiBF4/Ac2O furnished
the corresponding gem-diacetates in 90% and 79% yields,
respectively. These results clearly indicate the mildness and
the versatility of the present protocol.6

In conclusion, we have developed a mild and efficient meth-
od by which allylic gem-diacetates can be prepared from �,�-
unsaturated aldehydes and acetic anhydride in the presence of
catalytic of lithium tetrafluoroborate in good to high yields.
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